igo                    LORD  READING

except in matters relating to the British Government and
my Army Department*

The financial arguments, which loomed so large in
the negotiations of 1902, need not stand in the way of
restoration. The whole question that weighs with me is
not one of monetary advantage, but one of right and
justice. Regarding a final balance sheet, I ask for no more
than an equitable settlement.

The contributions of my forefathers and my own
towards the stability of the British Empire are matters
of history ; I have not referred to them, as my letter to
Your Excellency is not intended to seek any reward for acts
of devotion on the part of a Faithful Ally, but to assert my
claim and to invoke justice at the hands of His Majesty's
Government,

Yours sincerely,

MIR OSMAN ALI KHAN